the complexity of mechanisms involved in its formation, but also because its cells retain several mesenchymal characteristics.
Inhibiting fibronectin matrix assembly slows down and then halts somitogenesis, without decreasing cell dynamics. Rather, cell elongation, centripetal alignment, N-cadherin polarization and egression are impaired. Thus, the fibrillar fibronectin matrix plays a crucial role in polarizing and containing the exploratory motile cell behavior. This work provides insights into how cells change from mesenchyme to epithelium in vivo and how the extracellular matrix guides groups of cells into somites. 
